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b vWASHINGTON——Two : high«,
ramnng ‘Nicaraguan.- ofﬁczals ;COn%
ceded: Wednesday- that the: lgfnst,
Sandmxsba regime is"engaged in-a:

military build-up but insisted- that®
the effort:is 2 defensive response:t
threats by the United States

i 1o+ Navarro, ambassador oy
—UmtedStates, and Jaime Whee(oc‘
ra member of the nine~man: Sandm

{ista®ruling® directorate;* refused to
*address” theissue of Cuban’ and So<
J wet mvolvement in:the arnis buil

Fupy saymg this issue*issreally- the
affaxr of the govemment ‘of Nicara

l’r»r o

- gua:is-building new: nn.htary*ou

jposts;arming and training cmhans :
al]‘-r
3

»ani 1mprovm° and expandm

3. is3d

""’Navarro, appeanng on ABC-TV'S

~"'Good Morning Amenca show‘ dé-k

med that there are any’ Soviet advi.
\sers inNicaragiia and saxd.there axe
{2eiomore than about’a ‘dozen’Cig<:
+ban “military advisers. LU.S. intel+-)
& ligence officials said Tuesday:that .

theré.‘are about’ 70; Soviet xmhtary
£ advxsers, 2,000 Cuban xmhtary advi«

%7And the officials, Francisco Fial: |
the:’

LIRS

sta ~
‘guemlla commander- ‘who “is- “now
* minister of agnculture, 'said Nxcara

" and-financed ‘byfan; intemanonal

Z sers and 4, 000 Cuba ;cmhan adw
”‘sersmNicaragua.' 2
¢ Navarro-also demed{ that’Nxmarq

gua is ‘senhding troops ot eqmpmenta
:to the leftist’ guernllas in’ naghbor :

'fh %
*Stat.es should “adopt amatiare" and
respons;ble athtmlp toward“Cen<
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% The: appearance oﬁ.he two: San-»i

“dinist and officials on'US. ‘television !
“shows'at press conferences Wed-
.nesduy came Just a dayafterithé:
:opening of 'a major ‘Administration ;
effort,:led by Secretary: of State]
‘:Alexaridérs M.-Haig- Jr.xt0 prese1t
revidence:tg back up Administration
charga that Nicaragua is becoming:
“a :Soviet. bastion . fromiwhich-vi- |
mlenrmvolunm candbe y'waged
agamst the rest of Central Ammca.
T - 32-7-’?3_
ang Repeah Chargux ens ﬂ
"“On “Tuesday, the; - Administration’
made public a series of aerial photo,
graphs. taken from manned U.S.m-:
: connaissance-aircraft, showing mil-:
‘jtary .facilities including bases.: .and:
-airfields. that,{U S..officials said, are’
modeled ori Soviet and Cuban famlx-
ties and are capable of handling ad-
vanced Soviet Mig fighter aircraft.
= fHazg repeated these charges be-
fore:. 2 Senate” Appropriations sub-
‘committee ~ Wednesday, -and ¢ the
State Department presented a series
- of briefings on the photographs and
other mtelhgence material for offi-
cials * of - previous admxmstratwns
and otheropinion-makers.” = * -
* “There is nothing new in this i 1n~
formanon,” Wheelock said Wed-
nesday,, “except that the- United
-States is in fact spying on Nicara-’
gua.”. The Sandinista. govemmenn
protested what.it-called the- “ﬂa—-;
grant ¥ violatior Zyof% Nicaraguan
soverexgmy' in ~note to the State
Department. o
“In” characterizing: the U S. Ad~
xmmst.ranon s caseastles and’ dis<
tortions,” Wheelock said that Nlca-
ragua’s- regmnal axrport expansion-
program is far f.mnr being a Cuban.
or; Soviet mﬂxtarsc'effort_ He said it
was designed by‘—’an ‘American firm |

development bank:iz e
: The program to which’ Whee!ock
referred was a study of Nicaragua’s ;

civilian transportation” needs, done’
in_:1976—three - yearsbefore the:
Sanchmstas overthrew ‘Nicaraguan
President “Anastasio {Somoza—by
Wilbur.Smith & Assocxates under as
contract paid for’ by the U. S. ”Agen-
cy forﬂntematxonal Development.
an arm of the State-Department. - 25§
<However, a spokesman for AID:
said the 1976 airfield 'study did not;
call:for the const.rucnon cf revet-
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+ments; - the pra
scraft guns or the traumng of Nicara-;
gguan pilots in Romania to fly MIGS 1
a9 the Sandinistas have done.
,.Furlher, AID public affairs du'°c-
tor Rich Miller said,zthe U.S. study
recommended-that one of the air-}
Z4trips, at Puerto Cabezas, be ex-
wtended to 6,000 feet; while the San-
dlmstas are .extending it to 8,600
\,feet. ‘The longer Tunway provides
suffiment takeofi distance for a MIG
Ttully loaded with bombs, while a 6,
*000-foot strip would not, he said. :
pees -Wheelock said there are no So-
i v1eL MIGs in Niczragua and that
i #we don’t’ expect.at: th.s time- to
""have any.” He added; however, that”
:‘the kinds of planes that will use the-
;newly expanded . -airfields . “are noi
';busmess of the govemment of. tr‘e
'UmtedStat.es e T -'"
‘F -*\We're not saying that we won f}
,accept arms from: any: country;” hej
;said. “But this is the busmes of ourj
2 W )

e GER

.i- govemment.’.f
ZIn fresponse-:
_,dharges that the Sandinista govern-’ l
ment has built 38 new mxhtary gar-r
‘risons since it took over in 1979,
‘Wheelock said there were perhaps!
that many “remote outposts,” buﬂt
for ‘external defense.” -
-Wheelock repeated charges made,
prevxously by the Sandinista
government that the United States,
in conjunction with the rightist re-
‘gimes of Argentina and Chxle, isun-
dertakmg ‘a: covert operation:ifo
achxeve the-economie, political and
mxhtary destabilization of Nxca.ra-
gua. Wheelock:'did not offer ‘any
-evidence, but said the planmng ‘of;
vthat operation’as theé purpose. of . a
Yvisit by Assistant Secretary of. State
»Thomas 0. Enders fo Arventma’and‘
Chﬂethxs week. 2 L ig 3%
BoAsked: Wednesday abou rep i-:s'
{of such acovert operation, Haig sa.ld]
it would be “mappropnate for me to

_-comment ; .*:but I would certamlya

:Hope that pohcy po;xtmn Y does!
‘not suggest-a conﬁrmatxon of the
'repon_"_ aE N A AN

=And while the~ twb- Nxcaraguan
ofﬁmals demed any mvolvement in
the _war,/in: El - Salvador;  Haig!
;charged againn Wednesday that “the
‘essential command and control (of
‘the guerrilla activity) is emanating
from Managua.”; He._also: said? the
Jevel of arms <hmments toEl Salva::
dox: “has- dramatxcally mcreased"
dunng the past' mont.h. ‘:&
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